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Sir: 

In the Notice of Allowability mailed January 14, 2004, the Examiner allowed 
claims 1 -23. Although the applicant's attorney agrees with the Examiner's conclusion 
that these claims are allowable, the applicant's attorney notes that the claims may be 
allowable for reasons other than those identified by the Examiner and does not 
concede that the Examiner's characterizations of the terms of the claims and the prior 
art are correct. 

Moreover, in the statement of reasons for allowance of copending U.S. 
Application No. 09/649,429, Examiner Marcheschi commented that an obviousness- 
type double patenting rejection would be proper in this case in light of copending U.S. 
Application No. 09/649,429. The applicant's attorney disagrees with Examiner 
Marcheschi's assertion that an obviousness-type double patenting rejection would be 
proper in this case or in copending U.S. Application No. 09/649,429, or that any one of 
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the claims in this application is an obvious variant of a claim in the 09/649,429 
application. Nevertheless, the applicant submits a terminal disclaimer in each case to 
expedite prosecution. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Perkins Coie LLP 
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Registration No. 51,638 
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